















Project Information:

STUDENT APPLICATION FORM 2013
City of Rio Hondo& Rio Hondo ISD 
“Rails to Trails” 
 Project


The “Rails to Trails” project is organized to provide activities, exposure to careers, and field experiences for students in 8th grade and 9th grade. The initial phase of this project introduced students to the concept of city planning and how a city is run. The 2nd phase of this project will consist of a group of 20 students working with individuals from different professions such as lawyers, architects, landscape architects to plan and design the conversion of an old trial road to a linear park (walking trail). 
The project will be a joint project between the City of Rio Hondo, Rio Hondo High School and Rio Hondo Junior High. The 20 students will be selected via an application process. 

Application Process (Check List)
· Parent/Guardian and student complete the attached student application form.
· Parent/Guardian or student complete the video and photography consent form.
· Student writes a 250-word essay.
· Parent/Guardian or student gives recommendation forms to 2 of the student’s current teachers.
The Student Application Form, Video and Photography Consent form and recommendations are to be sent to Alma Q. Alvarez, GEAR UP Facilitator. All requested documents are due by the deadline date, Friday, October 11, 2013. If all requested documents are not received by the deadline date, the application will not be considered. A committee will select participants on October 18, 2013. Student may be interviewed prior to being selected, if deemed necessary. You will receive notification on the status of the application no later than October 23, 2013. If you have questions or need additional information, please call Alma Q. Alvarez at (956)748-1280.
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Rio Hondo Independent School District

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS October 11, 2013
Please print in blue or black ink or type. Please provide all requested information.


Name of Student:  	


Home Address:  	



City		State	Zip Code 
Ethnicity:	Date of Birth (month/date/year): 	
Gender (check one): Female		Male: 	

Name of School student is currently attending:  	

Current Grade level	
Parent/Guardian Information
Name of Parent or Guardian:  	

Employer:  	

Occupation:  	

Daytime Phone No.:	Home Phone No.:  	

Cell Phone No.: 	

E-mail Address:  	


Signature of Parent or Guardian	Date

Name of Parent or Guardian:  	

Employer:  	

Occupation:  	

Daytime Phone No.:	Home Phone No.:  	

Cell Phone No.: 	

E-mail Address:  	


Signature of Parent or Guardian	Date




Name of Student: 	 ______________________________________                        

School:	Grade level: 	
Please list school organizations, any science and/or mathematics activities (Science Fair, math club, after school programs, summer programs, etc.) you have participated in 2011, 2012 and/or 2013. Include awards received and offices held.  You may attach a separate sheet, if needed.










Please list any community activities and/or community groups that you have been a part of.










Please list any other activity or achievement that you would like to share with the selection committee.




















Signature of Student	Date
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WE/I __________________________ and ___________________________, 
the undersigned hereby consent to Region One Education Service Center and Rio Hondo Independent School District , its agents, servants, or employees to photograph/videotape our/my child_____________________ for use in (                                                         ) promotional events (i.e. brochures, newsletters, newspaper ads, billboard, and/or web pages).  
	
Such promotional items may be distributed throughout the Region One ESC area (Brownsville, Texas to Laredo, Texas), and worldwide. In addition, we   
consent to use our child’s name and/or image in such publications
do not consent to the use of our child’s name and/or image in such publications. 

The consent continues for subsequent years of the “Rails to Trails” program  while the child is participating in the “Rails to Trails” program unless consent is revoked by the parent/guardian in writing to: Rio Hondo Independent School District at 215 W. Colorado St., Rio Hondo, Texas 78550.

_____________________________________		________________________
        Parent/Guardian Signature				  	     Date



Forma de consentimiento de vídeo y fotografía



NOSOTROS/YO _____________________ y _____________________, los que firmamos abajo, por este conducto autorizamos a Region One Education Service Center y Rio Hondo Independent School District, sus agentes, servidores o empleados para que fotografías y/o cintas de video de nuestros/mi hijo/hija, ____________________, se usen en (___________________) eventos promocionales (por ejemplo, folletos, cartas informativas, avisos en los periódicos, carteles y/o páginas en internet).

Tales artículos promocionales pueden ser distribuídos a través del área de Region One ESC (Brownsville, Texas to Laredo, Texas), y en cualquiera otra parte.  También nosotros 

______consentimos en el uso de los nombres y/o imágenes de nuestros hijos en tales publicaciones.

_____ no consentimos en el uso de los nombres y/o imágenes de nuestros hijos en tales publicaciones.

El consentimiento continúa por los años subsecuentes del programa, a menos que el consentimiento sea revocado por escrito por parte del padre o guardian y enviado por correo a: Rio Hondo Independent School District, 215 W. Colorado St, Rio Hondo, Tx 78583.

			
Firma del padre/guardián		Fecha



Name of Student:  	

School:	Grade level: 	

A student-written essay must be included with this application. The student essay is to be typed or neatly hand written. If typed, use Arial, Helvetica, or Times New Roman and a font size of 12 points. The essay should not exceed 250 words. In your essay tell the selection committee why you are interested in being part of the City of Rio Hondo “Rails to Trails” project. Include in your essay what you hope to gain from this experience, how you think it will help you in the future and why you think you should be part of this planning committee. Be sure to write your name, current grade level, and school at the top of your essay.




[bookmark: _GoBack]
4


Recommendation from Current Teacher For a Student applying for
The City of Rio Hondo “Rails to Trails” Project

Name of Teacher  	

Directions to teacher:
The student who has given you this form is applying to be a member of a committee that will develop a “Rails to Trails” project in the City of Rio Hondo. You have taught this student, so you can tell if she/he is a good candidate for this two-week residential program.
Please complete the chart below and write a letter of recommendation for this student. When you finish, put this form and letter of recommendation into an envelope, seal it, and write your name across the sealed flap, so that your comments will be private. Please return the sealed envelope to the student as soon as possible to be received by the deadline date of  Friday, October 11th.

Name of student	Current Grade:  	

Course taken with this teacher: Subject	Year 2013-2014

Please put an X in the appropriate column for each of the following statements:
	
	Very Much
	Often
	Sometimes
	Rarely
	Never

	This student was eager to learn.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student cared about other students.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student was late to class.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student skipped classes.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student turned in homework and projects on time.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student participated in class, group and hands-on activities.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student worked independently and as a team member.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student was an asset to the class.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student participated in co-curricular activities (science fair, science club, etc.).
	
	
	
	
	



Circle the best answer to the following question: Would you like to teach this student in another class?
Yes, definitely	Maybe	Definitely not

On the back of this sheet or below please write 2-3 sentences  about  the  student  that  makes this student stand out from the rest. If you prefer, include all of your comments in the letter of recommendation that includes outstanding school achievements, any concerns you would like to share, and the qualities this student possess that makes him/her stand out from the rest. Your comments will be especially useful in the selection process.


Recommendation from Current Teacher For a Student applying for
The City of Rio Hondo “Rails to Trails” Project

Name of Teacher  	

Directions to teacher:
The student who has given you this form is applying to be a member of a committee that will develop a “Rails to Trails” project in the City of Rio Hondo. You have taught this student, so you can tell if she/he is a good candidate for this two-week residential program.
Please complete the chart below and write a letter of recommendation for this student. When you finish, put this form and letter of recommendation into an envelope, seal it, and write your name across the sealed flap, so that your comments will be private. Please return the sealed envelope to the student as soon as possible to be received by the deadline date of  Friday, October 11th.

Name of student	Current Grade:  	

Course taken with this teacher: Subject	Year 2013-2014

Please put an X in the appropriate column for each of the following statements:
	
	Very Much
	Often
	Sometimes
	Rarely
	Never

	This student was eager to learn.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student cared about other students.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student was late to class.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student skipped classes.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student turned in homework and projects on time.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student participated in class, group and hands-on activities.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student worked independently and as a team member.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student was an asset to the class.
	
	
	
	
	

	This student participated in co-curricular activities (science fair, science club, etc.).
	
	
	
	
	



Circle the best answer to the following question: Would you like to teach this student in another class?
Yes, definitely	Maybe	Definitely not

On the back of this sheet or below please write 2-3 sentences  about  the  student  that  makes this student stand out from the rest. If you prefer, include all of your comments in the letter of recommendation that includes outstanding school achievements, any concerns you would like to share, and the qualities this student possess that makes him/her stand out from the rest. Your comments will be especially useful in the selection process.
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